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Kindergarten	  Data	  
Wall	  at	  GES	  

Laura	  T.	  indicates	  
which	  math	  
standards	  she	  has	  
mastered.	  

Students	  at	  CES	  
develop	  a	  Social	  
Studies	  play	  based	  
on	  The	  Power	  of	  
WOW	  

Lexi	  proudly	  displays	  
her	  timeline	  at	  LES	  

Deona	  Shively	  
practices	  cup-‐
stacking	  at	  GES.	  

Young	  4th	  scientists	  
engineer	  plant	  
models	  at	  WMES 

The	  start	  of	  the	  2014-‐2015	  school	  year	  has	  brought	  
new	  faces	  and	  great	  excitement	  into	  our	  facilities,	  
but	  most	  of	  all	  it	  has	  delivered	  great	  learning	  
opportunities	  for	  the	  students	  of	  Marion	  County.	  In	  
this	  newsletter,	  only	  a	  small	  sector	  of	  learning	  
events	  are	  highlighted;	  nonetheless	  students	  are	  off	  
to	  a	  soaring	  start	  that	  can	  only	  end	  in	  one	  result:	  
SUCCESS!	  

DATA	  WALLS	  
	  Many	  classes	  started	  the	  first	  
week	  of	  school	  by	  administering	  
SRI	  tests.	  From	  this	  point,	  some	  
teachers	  developed	  data	  walls	  to	  
both	  display	  classroom	  results	  
and	  to	  motivate	  student	  progress.	  	  

	  

	  
	  

	  
DATA	  BINDERS	  

Student	  data	  binders	  have	  been	  
implemented	  into	  intermediate	  
classrooms	  at	  all	  elementary	  
schools	  in	  the	  Marion	  Co.	  school	  
district.	  Students	  are	  taking	  
ownership	  in	  their	  learning	  and	  at	  

the	  same	  time	  tracking	  their	  
educational	  progress.	  By	  
empowering	  students	  with	  
SUCCESS,	  it	  is	  our	  belief	  that	  they	  
can	  conquer	  all	  challenges	  in	  life.	  	  

	  
ENGINEERING	  THE	  WORLD	  OF	  SCIENCE	  

 Marion County schools are on top 
of the standards with “project-
based” learning that continues to 
spark student interest as well 
integrate new learning targets.   
 
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
LIGHTS,	  CAMERA,	  INTEGRATION!	  
Reading	  standards	  can	  be	  
integrated	  into	  any	  content	  
area,	  but	  perhaps	  one	  of	  the	  
most	  invigorating	  for	  students	  is	  

the	  area	  
of	  Social	  
Studies.	  	  

	   Students	  are	  also	  
exploring	  change	  over	  time	  

as	  they	  create	  timelines	  of	  their	  lives.	  	  
	  

PHYSICAL	  EDUCATION	  
Cup-‐stacking	  has	  become	  an	  annual	  sport	  in	  most	  
gymnasiums.	  In	  fact,	  some	  classes	  hold	  records	  for	  
the	  art	  of	  cup-‐stacking.	  How	  
does	  this	  help	  students	  in	  the	  
classroom?	  Research	  shows	  that	  
Sport	  stacking	  improves	  
concentration,	  promotes	  brain	  
activity,	  increases	  self-‐
confidence	  and	  self-‐esteem,	  and	  
improves	  coordination,	  hand-‐
eye	  coordination,	  and	  reaction	  
time.	  	  

	  
TEACHER	  TIDBIT	  

Learning	  targets	  or	  “I	  can”	  statements	  seem	  to	  be	  
the	  new	  craze	  with	  the	  implementation	  of	  the	  
Kentucky	  Common	  Core	  Standards.	  So	  many	  
teachers	  might	  ask,	  why	  should	  we	  post	  learning	  
targets	  in	  the	  classroom?	  Isn’t	  this	  one	  more	  thing	  to	  
do	  and	  don’t	  they	  just	  make	  my	  lesson	  plans	  even	  
longer?	  Perhaps	  this	  chart	  may	  answer	  some	  of	  
those	  questions.	  

Why Post and State Learning Objectives Before 
and After a Lesson and Unit of Study? 

www.achievementstrategies.org/.../math/PostingandStatingObject
ives.doc 
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1.  Many students 
with learning 
disabilities have 
limited auditory 
memory, provide 
stimulus to maintain 
attention and self-
monitoring. 

Many students with learning 
disabilities have limited auditory 
memory, provide stimulus to 
maintain attention and self-
monitoring. 

2.  Addresses the 
learning needs of 
students with limited 
visual memory 

Many learning disabled students 
also have difficulties with visual 
memory and they require the 
posted learning objectives to 
maintain attention on the 
objective. 

3.  Addresses the 
learning needs of 
students who are 
“visually preferred” 

Almost 50% of students are 
visually preferred and they need 
posted objectives to maintain 
their focus. 

4.  Addresses the 
learning needs of 
ELL students 

Many ELL students have difficulty 
with oral language and they 
benefit from having posted 
learning objectives to understand 
the objectives and to maintain 
their attention. 

5.  Motivates 
students to learn by 
providing a focus 
 

Motivation is goal directed 
behavior and students need to 
know the goals to know how to 
focus their attention and to 
determine goal accomplishment. 

6.  Motivates 
students by making 
them feel safe 
 

Students need to believe they are 
safe from fear of embarrassment 
or physical harm. Students feel 
safer when they know exactly 
what you want. 

7.  Addresses the 
trust issues of some 
learners 
 

Learners often have trust issues 
when their learning is evaluated by 
the teacher.   
•Students feel safer when 
teachers tell them the learning 
objectives, indicators for success, 
and explain the ways they will 
assess learning.   
•Trust develops when the posted 
objectives match instruction and 
both of those match the 
assessments. 

8.  Increases 
student 
involvement and 
responsibility for 
learning. 
 

•When students understand the 
learning targets and indicators for 
success, they can measure their 
progress toward the goals. 
•Students can use the learner 
objectives/goals to make 
adjustments in their learning 
approach/strategies. 

9.  Increases 
students chances 
for success 

•Learners need significant 
evidence of meaningful progress 
toward a goal, mastery of 
significant challenges, valued 
competence, creativity, or 

skillfulness. 
10.  Increases 
achievement and is 
strongly supported by 
research 

•Done well, setting objectives and 
providing related feedback can 
increase student achievement by 27 
percentile points. 

11.  Improves 
assessment of student 
learning 
 

•Clear learning targets/objectives 
provide guides for creating formative 
(during learning) and summative (at 
the end of learning) assessments. 
• Teachers can effective communicate 
feedback to students about their 
progress. 

	  


